BUCKINGHAM
distance the King's coach, and Buckingham soon realized that it was Boischot, the Spanish Ambassador, with several officers of the court in attendance, on their way to London. Since an encounter might result in recognition, despite their disguise, the adventurous trio spurred their horses to a little cross-country jumping, avoiding the high road. But they had been seen. Sir Henry Mainwaring, Lieutenant of Dover Castle, who, with Sir Lewis Lewkenor, Master of Ceremonies, was attending Boischot, espying such suspicious characters in their great hoods, with pistols at their belts, sent a post to the Mayor of the next town on the route which the strangers had seemed to be following. At Canterbury, therefore, they were seized by the Mayor as they were taking fresh horses. The worthy dignitary was quite clear that he must arrest them, but seemed somewhat confused as to his warrant. At first he declared it was the order of the Privy Council, but a little judicious probing soon melted it down to that of Lewkenor and Mainwaring. Here was indeed a dilemma, but Buckingham's ready wit soon extricated them. Removing his false beard, he allowed the now astonished Mayor to perceive his identity, and whispered in his ear that in his capacity as Lord High Admiral he was going to Dover to take a secret view of the preparation of the fleet in the Narrow Seas, accompanied by two of his servants.
These setbacks, together with the slowness of their new horses, delayed their arrival in Dover until six o'clock that night. Here Sir Francis Cottington and Endymion Porter had been instructed to join them, and the five adventurers met and discussed the prospects of a crossing. As the night was very tempestuous they decided to delay their journey until six next morning, when they set sail. Apparently they had a troubled crossing and were all feeling rather sick when they landed at Boulogne by two o'clock in the
76